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STREET SMART
Congress Passes 5-Year Highway Bill...reprinted from Better Roads News
By Bobby Atkinson , December 4, 2015

America is a signature away from having long‐term transporta on funding for the first me in a decade as both the House of
Representa ves and Senate voted overwhelmingly Thursday to pass the five‐year, $305 billion FAST Act.
The bill cleared the House with a vote of 359‐65 hours before the Senate passed it by a vote of 83‐16. The bill cleared both chambers one day
before the funding deadline for highway projects would expired. The bill now moves on to the White House which has already said President
Barack Obama would sign if and when it ends up on his desk. The bill will spend $305 billion on roads and bridges over the next five years, with
funding from the gas tax and $70 billion in oﬀsets to the federal budget.
House Transporta on and Infrastructure Commi ee Chairman Bill Shuster (R‐Pennsylvania) headed up the conference commi ee to finalize
the bill and praised the bill’s passage Thursday. “The FAST Act is one of the most important measures this Congress will pass,” Shuster said. “This
legisla on will help repair and improve the cri cal transporta on network that we all rely on every day to get to work, get our kids home safely
from school, and get the goods and products we need. This bill is an investment in America and the infrastructure that underpins our economy. I
appreciate the work of all my colleagues on the Transporta on Commi ee and the Conference Commi ee, on both sides of the aisle, in working
to move this legisla on forward for our country.”
Shuster’s fellow commi ee member from across the aisle, Peter DeFazio (D‐Oregon), said the bill isn’t perfect, but it does provide more annual
funding for roads and bridges than the original House bill. He also praised Shuster and the lawmakers he worked with in the conference
commi ee. “A er ten years of short‐term band‐aids and extensions, Congress will finally pass a long‐term bipar san surface transporta on bill
that will begin to deal with our aging network of roads, bridges, and transit systems.” DeFazio said. “This is a common‐sense, bipar san bill that
provides our state and local governments with the certainty they need to begin to plan for long‐term projects that bring our aging system in the
21st century.”
The bill easily passed with bipar san support, but of the 65 dissenters, all were Republicans.
U.S. Department of Transporta on Secretary Anthony Foxx echoed DeFazios’s Comments. “A er 36 extensions, hundreds of Congressional
mee ngs, two bus tours, visits to 43 states, and so much uncertainty, it has been a long and bumpy ride to a long‐term transporta on bill, “ Foxx
said. “It’s not perfect, and there is s ll more le to do, but it reflects a bipar san compromise I always knew was possible.”
Both chambers passed their own long‐term transporta on funding this year. The house passed the six‐year $325 billion Surface Transporta on
Reauthoriza on and Reform Act November 5th with overwhelming bipar san support. The Senate passed its long‐term transporta on bill called
the DRIVE Act in June, but the House didn’t act on it because of certain concerns regarding funding—the bill had funding for three years, but
made commitments for six. The conference commi ee of members of the House and Senate met over the last week in order to hammer on the
unified FAST Act.
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AN AVERAGE DAY

T HE B LACKTOP
P LANT :
Information provided by:

Tony Kasprzak

ABOVE:
John Kennedy does an early morning repair to a conveyor tail
pulley to keep the plant up and running.

RIGHT:
Brad Wanner and Jeﬀ Nieswender
are “in control” in the drum plant’s
control room.

BELOW:
Lynn Kauﬀman hard at work
at the batch plant.

It is just before Thanksgiving as I
write this and we are s ll going strong
at the plant producing asphalt for our
own crews as well as a steady flow of
daily outside customers. This has been
the busiest we have been at the plant
in about 12 years. And October was
the busiest month to date with over
67,000 tons of asphalt produced as we
pushed hard to meet the end of the
month deadlines for several PennDot
projects.
The crew at the plant worked
almost every weekend throughout the
season to meet the needs of our
outside customers who all seemed to
have a heavy work load. We s ll have
a lot of paving scheduled for the
month of December so let’s hope for
decent weather so we are able to get
these projects completed and leave
our customers sa sfied as we close out
2015.
We are pu ng the winter repair list
together for both the batch and drum
plants. The Astec drum plant is
already 16 years old and has produced
about 4 million tons of material in that
me. It is serving us well but will need
some work this winter to get ready for
next year.

RIGHT:
Lucky Winner! Brad Wanner won
2 turkey raﬄe ckets and shared one of
his winnings with everyone at the plant.
The roasted turkey was a hit!

I want to thank the crew at the
plant, Lynn Kauﬀman, Kevin
Hartberger, John Frankhouser, John
Kennedy, Brad Wanner, Jeﬀ
Neiswender and Jeﬀ Raihl for all the
long hours, night shi and weekend
work this year. The holidays are upon
us, things will slow down soon at the
plant and hopefully everyone spends
some me with family and friends. Be
safe.
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AT THE BLACKTOP PLANT
JEFF RAIHL
NEW LAB TECHNICAN
Jeff Raihl was hired in July to fill an opening in the lab at the blacktop plant.
Being certified as a level 2 lab technician, he has fit in very well.
Jeff lives in Shartelsville with his wife Terri and their Siberian Husky named
Koda. He is a die hard Pittsburgh sports fan of the Steelers, Penguins and Pirates.
Jeff spends his weekends either hiking,
golfing or fishing. He enjoys working out
in his home made gym and doing projects
around the house.

So, where did you hear that?
The internet!

LEFT:
As part of the Greater Reading Chamber of Commerce
& Industry, Steve Bright a ends a new transporta on
commi ee mee ng to discuss the roads in Berks
County. Steve was captured as part of the 69 News
story!

GROUP FORMED TO STUDY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE IN BERKS
Megan Park, Web Producer, MPark@wfmz.com

BERN TWP., Pa.-Roads and passenger rail service were hot topics during a meeting in Berks County on Thursday.
The Greater Reading Chamber of Commerce and Industry got an update on several projects, including the
Buttonwood Street Bridge and the construction on Interstate 78, near the Krumsville interchange. The group also
announced it's forming a subcommittee to examine the potential for restoring passenger rail service in Berks County.
The goal is to see how Berks can be part of the Pennsylvania State Rail Plan, which is a vision for a state rail system.
Read more from WFMZ.com at: http://www.wfmz.com/news/news-regional-berks/group-formed-to-study-passenger-rail-service-inberks/36554146#.Vk8-rIY8xFQ.email
Connect with us...
Facebook/69WFMZ or @69News
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EJB Paving & Materials Field Update by Steve Orischak

I want to take a moment to reflect on our 2015 paving season. We had a good start due to workload carryover
and looking ahead we thought it could become a busy year. That’s when the avalanche of work came flowing in.
We started hiring several new team members and picking up addi onal equipment to compensate for this extra
workload. Any me you grow it comes with its posi ves and nega ves including on the job training and safety
training. We want to thank everyone who became new team members and those who helped train them.
EJB Paving purchased new equipment which we thought would handle our needs but we found out we had a
paver “that couldn’t pave”. The shop and operators did everything possible to resolve the problem. Nothing
worked! Without hesita on ownership decided to return the rubber re paver and replace it with a track paver. I was told by an
operator that it’s “awesome!”
And the workload kept increasing…The amount of work we scheduled put pressure on the asphalt plant to supply us with materials and
trucking needed to maintain our schedule and maintain supply to our outside customers.
And the workload kept increasing...I can’t remember a year like this one. Pressures to complete work from start of season to end of
season never stopped. Everyone on Team “EJB Paving” put their heart and souls into staying on the tasks at hand and persevered through
the toughest mes I can remember. It’s easy to say “it’s impossible” and it’s hard to say “yes we can” and make it happen. EJB Paving is a
“yes we can” team and it showed when we all worked together and accomplished the goals set out ahead of us.
I want to thank everyone for working together and pu ng the eﬀort needed to complete projects on me. Working with and training
new crew members; keeping the equipment up and running; ge ng the equipment to projects on‐ me; fulfilling our trucking and materi‐
al needs; making sure our equipment is fueled; team members helping with project management; Maryanne handling our administra ve
needs without hesita on; and most of all keeping yourself and everyone around you safe all comes down to team work!
Thanks again!

ABOVE:
Rusty Magee’s crew of Al Tyson, Jason Joy and Rich Litcho ge ng the job done.
RIGHT:
It’s Al Tyson and Jolly ‘Ol Rusty Magee
cleaning up any rough patches.
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LEFT:
Look everyone; the road is smooth and
ready to drive upon! Good job Jim
Moran!!

ABOVE:
Al Tyson adjus ng a mailbox . Crews make sure they leave
the area the same way they found it; if not be er!
LEFT AND BELOW:
EJB Paving doing what they do best! Jim Moran is opera ng
the roller.
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News from Opera ons, Winter 2015 by John DeMar

no

The true sign that the year is drawing to a close is upon us – yes, that’s right. Another horrible season being
turned in by the Eagles. On a much brighter note, we have finally go en all of our Cold‐In‐Place and Ultra‐thin
projects wrapped up for the season.
We have already been bidding on work for next year – and have been successful on some of those projects. We
an cipate a steady flow of bids to resume a er the holidays to start building up our backlog of work.
We are con nuing to work through the winter on several diﬀerent site jobs. These include a few large
commercial soil drying projects as well as a number of various gas projects. We con nue to see an increase in the
amount of commercial work available as well as highway work. A successfully implemented Federal Highway Bill would help us in a
number of states as well as here at home with road work. Of course, increased roadwork tends to s mulate increased spending on goods
and services which in turn helps to s mulate commercial spending.
The natural gas industry con nues to be slower than it has been with the amount of work in general
reduced. However, our market share con nues to grow as a result of quality work that you do …safely.
Please take this winter to spend me with your families and to rest. I truly appreciate all of your eﬀorts
and all of the me that is spent away from home in order to get our jobs done. As you come
back to work – come back with a renewed focus on safety and quality.
Remember – this is your job – your safety – your future. Don’t push it oﬀ to the next guy!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all of you and your families.

TWO PICTURES:
CIR Foreman Fred Drum
and his crew of Steve Drum,
Lyndell Richard, Russell Mar n,
Peter Bumbulsky, Zach Leeper,
Tom Boone, Sco Dease, Tim
Belschwinder, Billy Austerberry,
Jason Sockalosky, Greg Sleva,
Gary Folk and Eric Lubas came up
with a new name for this type of
project:
RECYCLAMATION!
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LEFT:
The Ultra‐thin crew is making
sure there is enough mix while
keeping their eyes on the front of
the paver. Rob Jones operates
the piece of equipment.

ABOVE:
Cisco Alvarado

Ultra‐thin crew consisted of:
Foreman Steve Clegg,
Rob Jones and Cisco Alvarado

ABOVE:
The General Contractor is
finishing up this sec on of the
road on the roller. The Inspector
and General Contractor examine
the finished piece of the road.
No ce how close EJB works as
traﬃc passes by.
LEFT:
Rob Jones opera ng paver with
Cisco Alvarado at the side
running the screed looking to
make sure all is perfect.

Snapshots from “The Road”...continued
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Cold‐In‐Place Recycling crew:
Foreman Bob Bracey, Se on Polak, Greg Sleva, Gary Marx,
Kyle Lenosky, Greg Geho, Nate Schucker, Lyndell Ricard,
James Earley, Peter Bumbulsky, Gary Folk, Will Stripling,
Keith Hotzman and Cisco Alvarado.
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TOP LEFT:
The CIR train in mo on is the first pro‐
ject E.J. Breneman ever performed for
Maryland State Highway Associa on
with this process
ABOVE:
Lyndell Ricard operates the paver. The
hopper insert directs and
uniformly brings down the material into
the paver.
LEFT:
The crew perform Cold‐In‐Place Recy‐
cling as Roy Knieriem and Mike Polak
walk along the job taking notes and
making sure everything matches the
specs.

RIGHT:
Even on a beau ful day, working
condi ons for the crew can be
dangerous. There is no speed
reduc on in the traﬃc pa erns
as they perform the process of
Cold‐In‐Place Recycling.
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LEFT:
Se on Polak working with CAT mill.

BELOW:
Greg Geho next to the screed.

BELOW:
Tim Belschwinder
opera ng Paver
while Steve Clegg
and Greg Geho
work the Screed.

LEFT:
The CIR crew
Foreman Bobby Bracey, Se on Polak,
Greg Sleva, Gary Marx, Kyle Lenosky,
Greg Geho, Nate Schucker, Lyndell Ricard,
Kurt Gilbert, Gary Folk, Will Stripling,
Keith Hotzman, Savo Pavlovic,
Ryan Miller, Tim Belschwinder,
Peter Green, Steve Clegg, Cisco Alvarado,
Peter Bumbulsky, and Billy Austerberry.

BELOW:
Lyndell Ricard with the water truck.
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Snapshots from “The Road”….continued
RIGHT:
Chad Meyer on a
job with his dad
Jeﬀ Meyer as
Foreman. It
couldn’t be that
bad Chad to have
your dad in
charge now could
it?

ABOVE:
Hay Road—Hey Dean—Hay Oh!
Due to heavy schedules Dean Etchberger
pitches in and operates the roller .

ABOVE & RIGHT:
Being away from home so much has le the
guys dreaming of awesome places to stay and
great places to purchase smoked meats.

Foreman:
Full Depth Reclama on crew:
Jeﬀ Meyer, Mark Coughanour, Dave Sfarra, Eugene Plum,
Steve Beissel, Jeﬀ Marks, Tom Boone, Bob Speicher,
Chad Meyer, Peter Green, Dave Wheeler, Ed Wooton, and
George Burkholder.

Shop Update by Rodney Treichler
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Where has the summer season gone? The Thanksgiving/Christmas season is upon us! 2015 was extremely busy for
both companies as currently everyone is s ll working.
EJB Paving purchased a new CAT AP1055f Track Paver during the season and they are running several other new
machines which we will be purchasing at the end of the year. These include a CAT Skid Loader with milling head
a achment and one large double drum Asphalt Roller.
E.J. Breneman, being extremely busy with reclama on used two addi onal reclaimers as demo’s. They are a WR240i
Wirtgen and a SX‐8 Roadtec. With the addi onal units and issues with some of the older reclaimers it has been a
challenge to keep them all running.
Kerry Hafer ran the shop as smoothly as possible with all the issues and 20 plus schedule changes a day (which is s ll on going). Mechanics
Tim Shane, Tom Marx, and Jim Sloss handled most of the travel and field work for the Breneman side with Rich Bassler heading up the Lime
Spreader and Water Truck work right here at the shop. Chris Hinkle and Mike Kernechel handled the Paving equipment with Chris doing most of
the road work. That leaves Mike doing shop work in addi on to running the fuel truck. Larry Orischak handled purchasing parts in addi on to
parts pricing research.
We also want to welcome Rory Kepley to our team. Rory started with us in
October and is a Breneman mechanic. Rory will be an important member
traveling to jobsites to do maintenance and repair.
All of this work kept all of our mechanics very busy and they stepped up to
that challenge and did a great job! I want to thank everyone for a great job this
year.
The shop wishes everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!

TWO PICTURES:
Breneman has a new form of transporta on between
the shop and the main oﬃce and it came in the form of
a golf cart! Driver (not a golf club) Dean Etchberger with
Roy Knieriem test it out as they a end their weekly OPS
mee ng. Let’s see how well they like it when the snow
comes! Hopefully, they’ll s ll be
smiling.

FORE!!

12

The Founda on for Pavement Preserva on (FP2) is the lobbying arm of the Na onal Center for Pavement Preserva on (NCPP) at
Michigan State University and is directly associated with the Asphalt Recycling & Reclaiming Associa on (ARRA), Interna onal Slurry
Seal Associa on (ISSA), and the Asphalt Emulsions Manufacturers Associa on (AEMA). All of these agencies and associa ons have
direct contact with the Federal Highway Administra on( FHWA) in Washington DC. Every state in the union has Federal Highway
Administra on representa ves working with the local State Highway Administra on, such as Penn‐DOT in Pennsylvania.
So where is our connec on? We in fact
have two connec ons. Our first connec on is
that E.J. Breneman, L.P. is a founding member
of NCPP, and the name E.J. Breneman, Inc.
hangs with 19 others on a plaque in the main
lobby of that ins tu on commemora ng its
opening in 2002 at Michigan State University in
East Lansing, Michigan. Larry Galehouse, PE.,
PS., is Director of the center and is a friend of
Breneman. At the me of the opening I was
the President of the Asphalt Recycling &
Reclaiming Associa on (ARRA). I a ended the
opening with Mike Krissoﬀ Execu ve Director
of ARRA. Our second connec on is with
Founda on for Pavement Preserva on (FP2), who also visits with all State Senators in Washington and promotes Pavement
Preserva on processes with the help of our lobbyist Williams & Jensen, PLLC.
E.J. Breneman, L.P. has representa on on the 12 person Board of Directors of FP2. The Asphalt Recycling & Reclaiming Associa on
(ARRA) pays my sponsorship on the board. My role is to keep ARRA and in turn E.J. Breneman, L.P. and its diﬀerent processes at the
front of discussions on any pavement preserva on topic. Once every four years we bring together all the state DOT’s for a United
States Conference on pavement preserva on. The Federal Government sponsors two representa ves from all fi y states to a end
the mee ng. There are also invita ons given to every county government in the USA, many smaller municipali es, and the Federal
Highway Administra on. We have classes and prac cal demonstra ons during the three day mee ng. We also invite manufacturers
of equipment so our state representa ves can see for themselves the type and product produced from this equipment. FP2 has
several mee ngs a year. TRB is an interna onal and well a ended mee ng that a racts not just the domes c representa ves but
other highway representa ves from other countries around the world. ARRA‐ISSA‐AEMA also hosts a Hospitality Room sponsored by
the three associa ons in the conference center of TRB. The room is always filled and conversa ons about pavement preserva on is
always a topic in discussion at this and other open mee ngs during TRB. If we want dedicated funding in the bill we need to lobby
for it, it will not happen on its own. Cold‐In‐Place Asphalt Recycling (CIR), Ultra‐thin Hot Mix Asphalt, Full Depth Reclama on (FDR),
and Thin‐li Hot Mix Asphalt are four of the pavement preserva on processes that I keep talking about with my fellow FP2 Board
Members. There are also several other processes that Breneman does not use in its construc on; however I keep my fellow board
members aware of them because of the ARRA connec on and funding.
The good news for Breneman is that we are not in the background; we are on stage and up front. The reason many states like
Maryland, West Virginia, Virginia, Delaware, Pennsylvania, New York and New Jersey are using these processes is because there are
federal funding available to them. Breneman is there to explain where to use the right process for the right road at the right me.
Have a wonderful, safe and very happy holiday season.

~Mike Polak, Partner
Na onal Center for Pavement Preserva on Board Members
PRESIDENT:
Mike Buckingham, Colas Inc.
VICE PRESIDENT:
Bob Koleas, Western Emulsions Inc.
SECRETARY:
Mark McCollough, Asphalt Materials Inc.
TREASURER:
Barry Dunn, Viking Construc on

Rod Birdsall, All States Materials Group
Peter Grass, Asphalt Ins tute
Sco Bergkamp, Bergkamp Inc.
Andrew Crow, MeadWestvaco Corpora on
Kent Hansen, NAPA
Mike Polak, E.J. Breneman, L.P. (ARRA)
Patrick Na on, Ergon Asphalt & Emulsions Inc.
David H. Baker, Legal Counsel, Law Oﬃces of David H. Baker
Jim Moulthrop, Execu ve Director FP2 Inc.
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NEWS AND TIDBITS
TEXTING ABBREVIATIONS: “Ds”

TECHNOLOGY TIPS:
For those of you who have cell
phones and are just learning to text
we are starting a series of texting
abbreviations to make you aware of
what your kids are saying and to
kyuts (keep you up to speed). Here
are a few that start with “D”.

DBAU
DBEYR
DC
DEGT
DGA
DIIK
DIKU
DILLIC
DIY
DKDC
DL
DM
DNC
DNO

Doing business as usual
Don’t believe everything you read
Disconnect
Don’t even go there
Don’t go anywhee
Darned if I knew
Do I know you?
Do I look like I care?
Do it yourself
Don’t know, don’t care
Dead last
Doesn’t ma er
Does not compute
Dude, no oﬀense

Keyboard Shortcuts:

DNT
DP
DQMOT
DR
DTR
DTRT
DTS
DTTD
DUPE
DUR
DV8
DXNRY
DYFI
DYFM
DYOR

Don’t
Display picture
Don’t quote me on that
Didn’t read
Define the rela onship
Do the right thing
Don’t think so
Don’t touch that dial
Duplicate
Do you remember?
Deviate
Dic onary
Did you find it?
Dude, you fascinate me
Do your own research

technology p from Steve Scanlon

Windows key+D: This shortcut is the keyboard equivalent of “Show the Desktop”. It is useful for quickly minimizing every open window
when someone walks in and you are doing some private work.
Alt+Print Screen: Takes the screenshot of the current ac ve window as opposed to just Print Screen
which takes the screenshot of the en re screen.
Ctrl+C on an error dialog box to copy its contents: Suppose your computer is giving an error message
and you want to copy its contents to send to the support guy (hey, that would be me!). What do you do?
Just press Ctrl+C while the dialog box is highlighted and its contents will be copied to your clipboard.
Ctrl+Backspace: This shortcut deletes the last word you have typed. It is useful in case you typed in a
wrong word and want to delete it quickly.
Look for more shortcuts in the next issue!

JANUARY
New Year’s Day—Jan 1
Jake Rhody—Jan 3
John DeMartino—Jan 5
Steve Orischak—Jan 10
Mike Pecika, Jr.—Jan 10
Will Stripling, Jr.—Jan 15
Martin Luther King Jr. Day-Jan 18
Becky Steltz—Jan 23
Fred Drum—Jan 23
Tim Shane—Jan 23
Steve Beissel—Jan 27
Jackie Stamper—Jan 30

FEBRUARY
Steve Bright—Feb 2
Chad Meyer—Feb 2
Groundhog Day—Feb 2
Brian Stanley—Feb 3
Keith Hotzman—Feb 5
Al Tyson—Feb 9
Ash Wednesday—Feb 10
Valentine’s Day-Feb 14
Scott Dease—Feb 15
Roger Schmidt—Feb 15
President’s Day—Feb 15
Rich Bassler—Feb 18
Nate Schucker Feb 18
Jesse Hepler—Feb 18
Tom Beck—Feb 21
Eric Pretti—Feb 21
Eugene Plum—Feb 22
Jason Jones—Feb 23
Glenn McNeil—Feb 24
Jim Sloss—Feb 25

MARCH
Travis Hoffman—March 2
Cole Underkoffler—March 2
Michael Kernechel—March 3
Bob Speicher—March 6
Mike Polak—March 9
Daylight Savings Time—March 13
Rosemary Sobotor—March 11
Kerry Hafer—March 13
Steve Altomer—March 14
Philip Mattu—March 15
St. Patrick’s Day—March 17
Palm Sunday—March 20
Sonia Martin—March 21
Terry Reinert, Sr.—March 21
Good Friday—March 25
Easter—March 27

APRIL
April Fools’ Day—April 1
Jason Joy—April 2
Eugene Walker—April 6
Tony Kasprzak—April 8
Brad Wanner—April 13
Kent Wuethrich—April 16
Passover starts at sundown—April 22

Chris Hinkle—April 21
Admin. Professionals Day-April 27

Lynn Kauffman—April 27
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SAFETY UPDATE ...M

ARK

A TKINSON , S AFETY

DIRECTOR

With the hustle & bustle of Christmas upon us, it also means that the winter season is se ling in as well. Now is the
me to insure that you are prepared for the upcoming holidays and winter! Many of us will adorn our homes with live
Christmas trees that look nice and give oﬀ that fresh pine scent. But Christmas trees pose a serious danger if not properly
maintained. A dry Christmas tree can ignite almost explosively and cause a room to reach flashover (the point where
everything in the room spontaneously ignites) in less than two minutes! Please remember to water live trees daily!!
Speaking of fire….the Na onal Fire Protec on Associa on sta s cs show that the average American will face a fire
related emergency at least three mes in their life. So while you’re busy decora ng the house, let’s take a few minutes to review our home
fire safety. We’ve already watered the Christmas tree, now let’s check the ba eries in the smoke detectors….remember, there should be at
least one smoke detector on every level of your home. Ideally, there should be one smoke detector in every room of your home. Smoke
detectors are the cheapest form of life insurance you can buy!!! Don’t forget the carbon monoxide detector as well. Some mes I hear the
ques on….I have electric heat and don’t have an a ached garage to my home, do I s ll need a carbon monoxide detector? The answer is
YES. The explana on is quite simple. Most people have ovens that contain a self‐clean mode. When an oven is placed in the self‐clean
mode, it creates lethal amounts of carbon monoxide. If the seal around the oven isn’t secure, the carbon monoxide will escape into the
home. And since humans are creatures of habit…most people operate the oven in self‐clean mode overnight, while they sleep. Remem‐
ber…carbon monoxide is the colorless, odorless killer.
Speaking of carbon monoxide…don’t forget to check out your hea ng system. If you have oil, gas or coal heat now is the me to have the
unit serviced to insure it is working eﬃciently and correctly. Dirty appliances are not as energy eﬃcient as clean appliances and they create
serious safety hazards. Don’t forget to check the chimney as well. Chimneys that are blocked or have broken liners allow for carbon
monoxide to enter into the home. This advice is the same for everyone who has supplemental hea ng units such as pellet stoves, wood
stoves, etc.
Winter also brings weather related emergencies such as power outages due to downed trees and ice. Make sure you have plenty of
flashlights in your home and have a fresh supply of ba eries on hand. If you should use a candle, remember to ex nguish the candle
before you go to bed. If you have an emergency generator that is connected to your home’s electrical system, insure that it has a
professionally installed disconnect switch in the main electrical panel. The purpose of this switch is to isolate the electrical lines coming
into your home from those inside your home. The reason is that during a power outage, the electric from the generator will back‐feed the
supply line to your home and could injure or kill u lity workers trying to restore power. If you have a portable gas powered generator,
remember to operate the unit only outdoors. Far too many carbon monoxide deaths have been linked to the use of gas powered
generators in residen al homes.
And while were making our homes fes ve, now is the me to give serious considera on to your home owners insurance. The sad reality
is that many people are underinsured for the contents of their homes and don’t realize it un l they have experienced a fire or catastrophic
event. So you ask….how do I know if I have enough insurance coverage? The answer is quite simple and may also be an eye opener for you
as well. First, the average person has approximately $5,000 in clothing alone. So a family of four has roughly $20,000 in clothing.
Second, take a trip to a furniture store and price the cost to replace your living, dining room and bedroom ou its for every room in the
house. Third, go to an appliance store and price the cost of new kitchen and washing appliances. Don’t forget the televisions! You can
quickly see how fast these costs add up. If you live in a rental property, rental insurance can be purchased and it is quite inexpensive. I
would definitely recommend the purchase of renters insurance. A er all, you may be a very safe and cau ous individual….but the neighbor
below you may be quite the opposite! For those who suﬀer from a fire or other serious damage to the home, you may want to consider
contrac ng with a public adjuster to assist with your claim. Public adjusters speak the same language as your insurance company and can
o en recover thousands more than your insurance company is willing to oﬀer. Personally, I have used a public adjuster on several
occasions and I’m quite pleased with the outcome. Beware, your insurance agent may not be real happy if you choose to contract with a
public adjuster because the bo om line is that it hurts insurance company profits.
So as we celebrate the season with family
and friends and look forward to the long winter
ahead, keep in mind that while you gather
around the table, the dangers are lurking
everywhere in your home. Let’s have a safe
and enjoyable holiday & winter season. Take
the me to enjoy the beauty of the winter and
all that it has to oﬀer, take the me to prepare
for the safety of your family.
Stay Safe & Merry Christmas!

FROM THE SAFETY COMMITTEE
2015 Safety Commi ee Members
Mark Atkinson Mike Beissel Kerry Hafer Lynn Ha
Rex Jandrew
John Kennedy Roy Knieriem Cindy Levan Steve Orischak
Lyndell Ricard Rosemary Sobotor Al Tyson Phil Wagner Gary Wetzel

The Safety Committee has been meeting successfully on a monthly basis covering a wide variety of
topics and suggestions. It is encouraging to hear the feedback received on a monthly basis, ensuring that
safety is a genuine focus of all employees.
 October – PUB 213 PPE – Required safety dress code, Cold weather care for equipment and

employees, Equipment housekeeping
 November – Annual Safety meeting redesign, Short Service Employee Program Improvements
 December – Electronic log book requirements, Proper equipment loading procedures
As always remember any safety concerns can be reported anonymously using the EJBreneman.com website. PLEASE
feel free to forward any concerns. Click on Employees (login required) at the bottom of the page and input:
User Name: ejbee

Password: ejbee.

The safety committee will be recruiting new members in the new year. Please contact any current member if you have
an interest in serving on the committee. Committee meetings are held the first Wednesday of the month. If you have any
suggestions please contact a safety committee representative to let them know.
As a new addition to the safety department, I am looking forward to making a positive impact on the safety committee
and with the safety program. Any suggestions or ideas are always welcomed.
***Safety is a full time job – don’t make it a part time practice!***
Cindy Levan
Safety & Employee Resources Administrator

2016 SPECIAL WASTE COLLECTIONS
8:00 AM — 2:00 PM
SPRING EVENTS
Governor Mifflin Intermediate School
600 Governor Drive
Shillington, PA 19607
April 16, 2016 — Household Hazardous Waste
April 23, 2016 — Paper Shredding
FALL EVENTS
FirstEnergy Stadium
Route 61, Reading
October 15, 2016—Paper Shredding
October 22, 2016—Household hazardous Waste
Electronic & Tire Recycling Center
1316 Hilltop Road, Leesport, PA (in Bern Township)
Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday (year round) 8AM-NOON
For more information:
610-478-6362
www.co.berks.pa.us/dept/swa
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Getting to
know our
staff…

GIVING A HELPING HAND

Don Power
LEFT:
Rose Sobotor’s niece, Gina Bowers, expresses
herself with hugs and kisses as she gratefully
accepts the school supplies donated
by individuals at the oﬃce. Gina is
a teacher at Northwest Elementary
School and the contribu on of
E.J. Breneman partnered with the Department of
pencils, crayons, glues, rulers, playground
Veterans Aﬀairs and held a Thanksgiving Food
toys, hats, gloves and scarves will definitely make
Drive to benefit local veterans through dona ons
a diﬀerence. Thank you to everyone who lent a
of non perishable goods.
helping hand!

Don Power has been working
for EJB Paving & Materials Co. as a
laborer for the last 20 years.

RIGHT:
Mike Polak lends a helping
arm as he assists an
elderly woman away from
the road construc on
work site. In his younger
years Mike was a boy scout and part of the
oath is “to help other people at all mes”.

His favorite past mes include
Mustangs and the Philadelphia
Eagles. While relaxing at home
Don enjoys watching the wild life
in his back yard.

LEFT:
The Township of Spring Fire & Rescue Services
collected new or gently used winter coats and
monetary dona ons to purchase new coats to then
distribute to children in need for the winter. To kick
start their first year, Amanda Smith presented five
children's coats to Captain Ryan Bingaman, Firefighter
Branden Sisca and Technician Jeﬀ DeMarte. Jeﬀ splits
his work hours between Miller Municipal Supply and
Fire 85 Rescue. Whether saving someone from a fire
or from the cold these guys are always looking for
ways to serve the community.

GIVING A HELPING HAND...CONTINUED
Opportunity House is a
mul ‐service organiza on
improving the quality of life for
families, adults and the
homeless who are struggling to
live independently. They have
life skills classes, day care and
long term transi onal housing
programs. We purchased toys
and pajamas for children ages
2‐10 to help their parents
provide a Christmas for their
children. Thank you for helping
to play Santa!

Getting to
know our
staff…
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Michael Kernechel

Michael Kernechel is a
mechanic for EJB Paving &
Materials Co. who recently just
started working at the shop at the
end of 2014.
Along with his wife Terri, you
might find them watching their
ten year old son Mike Jr. play
baseball or as a family watch
professional baseball. Father and
son bonding also includes deer
hun ng on their property.

For 129 years, The
Children’s Home of Reading
has responded to the needs
of children and families in
crisis. They provide help
for children who have been
abused, neglected or have
mental health issues. This
year we are happy to
provide toys and clothes in
an eﬀort to make their
holiday brighter. Thanks to
everyone who made a
dona on!

A family dream vaca on is to go
to Disney World which he said
they’ll be doing within the next
few months. Look out Space
Mountain, here they come!!
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FIRE & ICE WINTER FESTIVAL
SNOWSHOEING FOR BEGINNERS
Sweet Arrow Lake
Nolde Forest
108 Clubhouse Rd., Pine Grove
2910 New Holland Rd., Reading
Sun. Jan. 24, 2016 2‐5pm
Sun. Jan. 3, 2016 2‐3pm
Free Admission/cost for some ac vi es
Reserve a pair of loaner snowshoes at no cost.
Come & learn the basics of using snowshoes in Winter fun for everyone! Fire up hotdogs on
an open fire, enjoy a homemade ice cream
a beau ful forest se ng. Snow shoeing will be
available with 5” or more of snow. No snow, demo or compete in the Fire Hot Chili Cook‐oﬀ.
join us for a scenic hike instead!
www.sweetarrowlakepark.com
Email‐noldeforestsp@pa.gov
PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW
FIRE & ICE FEST
PA Farm Show Complex & Expo Center
Penn St. between 4th & 6th St., Reading
2300 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg
Fri. Jan. 15 & Sat. Jan. 16, 2016 5‐10pm
Sat., Jan. 9– Sat., Jan. 16, 2016
Sip on some hot cocoa & nibble on s’mores
Free Admission/$15 for parking
while listening to live outdoor music.
Check out the bu er sculptures, variety of
contests, animals, farm equipment, children's
Experience the art of the ice carving
compe on. A variety of food trucks will be on ac vi es, tractor pull, carriage racing, square
‐site to keep you fueled through the night.
dancing, scavenger hunt, learning sta ons,
www.readingfireandicefest.com
demos, large food court, & much more.
www.farmshow.state.pa.us
MARDI GRAS BREWFEST
Stoudt’s Brewing Company
SNOW TUBING AT BLUE MOUNTAIN RESORT
2800 N. Reading Rd., Adamstown
1600 Blue Mountain Dr., Palmerton
Mon.‐Thurs. 5‐9pm, Fri. 10am‐10pm, Sat., Sun.,
Sat. Feb. 27, 2016 6‐10pm
& Holidays 8am‐10pm
Unlimited beer samples from 14 breweries,
fresh Cajun‐style buﬀet, live New Orleans style Up to 39 lanes of ac on packed snow tubing &
jazz music by James Day & the Fish Fry, free
rides of over 1,000’ long ,family sized tubes, &
souvenir tas ng glass. Must be 21.
magic carpets that whisk you back to the top.
www.stoudts.com
www.skibluemt.com
BEAR CREEK MOUNTAIN RESORT
101 Doe Mountain Ln, Lehigh Valley
Enjoy winter sports such as skiing,
snowboarding, & snow tubing. Hotel, Spa, & a
variety of dining op ons. Visit the website to
see all the wonderful fun they have to oﬀer!
www.bcmountainresort.com

THE BLACK SHEEP BEER & WINE FESTIVAL
Sacramento Fire Hall
2206 East Main St., Sacramento
Sat. Apr 2, 2016 noon‐5pm
Showcasing 6 breweries & 5 wineries,
food vendors, cra ers, & more.
Email‐kpaul@wglvfm.com

WINTER LIGHT SPECTACULAR AT LEHIGH VALLEY ZOO
5150 Game Preserve Rd., Schnecksville
Wed.‐Sun. Nov. 14, 2015– Jan. 3, 2016 5:30‐10pm
Adults $14, Kids $9, under 2‐free
Stroll through tree‐lined paths lit by twinkling lights &
animated displays, cozy up to outdoor fire pits & enjoy hot
cocoa, s’mores, & Zoo café fare, kids can toss snowballs,
have photos taken in giant snow globes, enjoy milk &
cookies, & visit with Santa, his elves, The Grinch, Elsa, Olaf,
& Tuxster & friends.
www.lvzoo.org
AUTOMANIA ‐ AGRI‐PLEX/ALLENTOWN FAIRGROUNDS
302 N. 17th St., Allentown
Fri.‐Sun. Jan. 15‐17, 2016 Fri. noon‐9pm, Sat. 9am‐6pm, &
Sun. 9am‐3pm
PA’s largest heated indoor swap meet & memorabilia
show with everything about cars including a car corral.
www.automaniashows.com

W

?

PHILLY HOME & GARDEN SHOW
The Greater Philly Expo Center
100 Sta on Ave., Oaks
Fri. Jan. 15, Sat. Jan. 16, & Sun. Jan. 17, 2016
Fri. & Sat. 10am‐9pm & Sun. 10am‐6pm
Discover the very latest in home & gardening
ps, tricks, & products.
www.phillyhomeandgarden.com
VALENTINE’S DAY WINE & CHOCOLATE PAIRS
Penns Woods Winery
124 Beaver Valley Rd., Chadds Ford
Sun. Feb. 14, 2016. We’ll be taking reserva ons
un l 7:30pm Live Harpist 1:30‐4:30 pm
$25 a person in advance reserva ons required
Taste five of our wines carefully paired with
local chocolates & chocolate desserts!
OUTDOOR SPORTS SHOW
The Greater Philly Expo Center
100 Sta on Ave., Oaks
Thurs. Feb. 25, Fri. Feb. 26, Sat. Feb 27, & Sun.
Feb. 28, 2016 Thurs.& Fri. 12‐8pm, Sat. 10am‐
7pm & Sun. 10am‐5pm
Adults $12, Kids 5‐11 $3, kids 5 & under‐free
Fishing gear & tackle manufacturers, hun ng
gear & ou i ers, boats & motors, camping &
paddle sports, ATVs & RVs, & much more.
www.sportsshows.com
TURKEY HILL EXPERIENCE
301 Linden St., Columbia
Learn how ice cream is made, sit in a milk
truck, milk mechanical cows, & create a virtual
ice cream flavor, package, & commercial. Bring
your crea on to life in the lab. Free samples .
Adults $14.90, Kids $13.90, under 4 $4.95
www.turkeyhillexperience.com

CRAYOLA EXPERIENCE
Crayola Factory
30 Centre Square, Easton
Melt & mold crayons into keepsakes, paint with melted
wax, enjoy 85’ water table, indoor playground,
“in the dark” experiences, color, create, sculpt,
name & make your own crayon label,
entertainment, gi shop, & restaurants.
www.crayolaexperince.com
AQUATOPIA INDOOR WATERPARK
Camelback Resort
193 Resort Dr., Tannersville
Book a vaca on at the Northeast’s largest indoor
water park. Enjoy 84‐degrees year round, year round sun
tanning, 2 levels of water thrills & excitement for all ages,
7 pools, wave pool, wading pools, 13 water slides,
FlowRider surfing, interac ve water play centers, private
cabanas, swim up bar, food, & beverages
www.camelbackresort.com

TIPS FROM FAMILY GUIDANCE CENTER

There is no breakdown of the various types
of rain. If there were, it would include the misty
drizzle that clouds over the windshield before
you turn on the wipers and defrosters. The pi er pa er of normal
rainfall makes it harder to concentrate on driving, especially if someone
is talking to you. Then there are the genuine storms that make you
decide whether or not to join others who have pulled oﬀ the road. The
a ermath of a heavy, concentrated rain on the road or highway can
cause your car to hydroplane, making it very diﬃcult or impossible to
steer or stop.
Flooded underpasses are a perennial problem. Even when drivers
see the underpass is flooded, they might expect to make it through if
they drive the area a lot. Drivers can’t tell how deep an area of water
on a road may be or whether the road underneath it has been washed
away. In actual flooding situa ons, a car may be swept away by rushing
water.
What’s more, these condi ons and hazards can occur in all 50 states.
Yes, the deadliest driving weather is rain, but in that category there’s a
lot to consider. The insurance center report reminds us that far more
people are killed as a result of reckless driving, speeding and drunken
driving. But rain and its a ermath can s ll be very dangerous.
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HOME MAINTENANCE

THE DEADLIEST DRIVING WEATHER IS RAIN
A new analysis of federal data shows that rain causes more driving
fatali es than snow in 39 of the 50 states. The Auto Insurance Center
compiled the report from Na onal Highway
Traﬃc Safety Administra on data. The analysis
finds that drivers are o en less cau ous in rain
than in winter condi ons.

13

Small jobs prevent big, expensive jobs later. If you knew what things
you could do to increase your home’s eﬃciency and save money, you
would take them on, especially if they would only take a few minutes to
do. For example:

 Take a leaf blower to your air condi on’s condenser, which is the










large box outside or the ou acing end of a window unit. If you
blow out the muck and debris, you could save up to 15% on cooling
costs.
Slide your clothes dryer forward, pull oﬀ the vent hose, and
vacuum out the built‐up lint. That can save clothes drying costs of
about 25%.
If your hea ng system uses radiators, buy a key at the hardware
store and use it to bleed the air out of the system. See
Familyhandyman.com for instruc ons.
Check your wooden window sills for any cracks and chipped paint.
Fill the cracks with caulk and paint them to prevent wood rot.
Cut shrubs back so they are a foot away from the house to delay
having to get a full exterior paint job.
Keep your garage door tracks, casement gearboxes and badly
working doorknobs lubricated. Just spray them with WD‐40, which
lubricates and cleans.
Put your mechanical equipment through its paces now and then.
Run the garbage disposal if you don’t use it o en. Do the same
with Jacuzzi pumps and the plumbing fixtures in a rarely used
bathroom.
Check the emergency shutoﬀs for your water supply lines. The
valves are under the sinks, behind the showers and on the mains in
the basement.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
LITTLE INTEREST OR ENTHUSIASM FOR YOUR JOB?
ABOUT FRIENDSHIP...
Whether you’re the owner of the company, a big boss, or just feel like a
cog in the wheel today, everyone occasionally has a feeling of apathy or
boredom.
To boost your op mism, consider the successful eﬀorts you made on
projects where your contribu ons were basically the success of the work.
Remember that you’re the same person now. Your skills are just as good
and probably be er because
of your experience since then.
What’s lacking now is a feeling
of involvement.
If the job that faces you
today leaves you feeling
burdened, think about its
importance to company
procedures, to your
co‐workers and to the end
uses of the organiza on’s
products or services. So think
of your importance, quiet
procras na ng, and make a
plan to get started on it. If
you have to do rou ne work first, do it while looking forward to what you
can do next.
And it’s not just for you. Because of your a tude and willingness to
show your commitment helps others as well. Doing that for others is bound
to make you discover that you and your a tude are important in the
scheme of things.

The passage of me, for various reason, can cause us to lose contact
with good friends. If we aren’t careful, rela onships eventually erode.
Good friends are the family we chose. They don’t let you take yourself too
seriously or sell yourself short. They sympathize with your problems
without giving advice. They make tough mes easier and good mes more
fun.
Although you intend to say in touch, a once‐rich friendship becomes li le
more than a smudged entry in an address book. And everyone is the poor‐
er for it.
“Friendship is a slow‐ripening fruit,” said the philosopher Aristotle. He
was right about friendship, but some mes we neglect the orchard. It may
be easily planted, but a rich harvest demands that we tend the ripening
fruit.
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Do you know why old men wear black
socks with sandals? You’re one year
closer to finding out Rodney Treichler!!

Inside every older person is a
young person wondering
what the hell happened!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CHARLENE ZAWASKI!

Lynn Ha
LEFT:
While on light ac ve duty Ryan Fey
helped accoun ng with their
massive amount of filing. Pre y sure
Ryan would rather be out in the field.
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The Roving Reporter
Words from Classic Rock

You’re a li le bit older and a lot less bolder
than you used to be.
You used to shake ‘em down, but now your
worried about making a scene.
Your sweet sixteen turned thirty‐one.
At the end of the day feeling
under the gun.
All you got to do is give me a chance.
Let’s dance.
Rock and Roll will never forget.
Check your local newspaper.
There is probably a club or band playing at
the corner bar.
Grab yourself a partner, chances are you
won’t have to go very far.
Come back baby,
Rock and Roll never forgets.

Bob Seger or Jackson Brown...the song
has been playing in my head all day.

ABOVE:
The OPS Department Kris na Stover,
Becky Steltz, Sonia Mar n and Jon
Arsenault celebrate with their boss
John DeMar no.
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E. J. Breneman and EJB Paving
are really making the rounds on
the internet. We now have
social media accounts at the
following places. Like us, follow us,
let people know about it!

MILLER MUNICIPAL SUPPLY
LEFT & BELOW:
Amanda Smith and Tee Dietrich
are modeling proper a re
when helping a tractor trailer arrive to make a delivery.
The two are making sure
all the safety wear is up to code and seem to be loving it too!

LinkedIn
h p://www.linkedin.com/company/e.j.‐
breneman‐l.p.
h p://www.linkedin.com/company/ejb‐
paving‐&‐materials‐co‐

Twi er
h p://www.twi er.com/ejbreneman
h p://www.twi er.com/ejbpaving

YouTube
h p://www.youtube.com/ejbreneman

Facebook
h p://www.facebook.com/ejb1117
h p://www.facebook.com/ejbpaving

And don’t forget to check out our
WebPages too.
h p://www.ejbreneman.com
h p://www.ejbpaving.com

————————————

Don’t forget to check the
employee por on of our website to
find out what items are
currently being sold!
h p://www.ejbreneman.com/
Employees.php

Or select
“Employees (log‐in required)”
from the menu at the very
bo om of any page.
Your login and password are both:
ejbee.

Sign up to receive your
DIRECT DEPOSIT
no ce by email, and do your part
to help contribute to the
company’s ini a ve to be GREEN.
GREEN
You get your paystub
electronically about two days
before payday, and the
company saves money on paper
and envelopes. Send an email to
hr@ejbreneman.com
for more informa on.

RIGHT:
With the donated
reflec ve materials from
MMS, Nolde Forest
developed an “Animal Eye
Shine” ac vity to include
in the night hikes at their
Environmental Educa on
Center. The animals are
set around in the woods
and the par cipants can
shine their flashlights and
try to iden fy the animal
by the eye color reflec on
and height. Sounds like a
fun day for the family. Go check it out or contact Rachel Baur, Environmental Educa on Specialist

NOLDE F
ORE
STATE PA ST
RK

at 610‐796‐3692 for more details.

This looks like
a job for Super
Girl!

LEFT:
Super Girl Tee can do it all...and in a ma er of
1/2 hour to boot! On a day she was alone in
the oﬃce, with her super human strength she
single handedly made a sign for a customer,
with speed of lightening she unloaded a truck
with the tow motor and with her telescopic
vision and super hearing handled six
customers at one me. You go girl!!

MMS

LEFT TO RIGHT:
Tee Dietrich signs guest in. Gary Wetzel meets and greets.
Mike Polak talks a li le business and a li le pleasure.
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SURROUNDING PHOTOS:
Scenes from the Berks
Products Pavilion...wai ng,
roas ng, se ng up, smiling,
dishing out and the best
part, ea ng!

BELOW:
Jeﬀ DeMarte’s firehouse
called this day and
couldn’t a end the
event, so the girls took
the meal to Jeﬀ!

MILLER MUNICIPAL SUPPLY
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
As a way to say thank you a feast of goodies was roasted then served
to representa ves from many townships, boroughs and ci es for
their con nued support. Everyone went home happy and full!
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HALLOWEEN
LEFT:
Although s ll
recovering
from orthoscopic surgery on
his shoulder, Jake Rhody s ll
gives that Mickey Mouse
smile!

MIDDLE BELOW:
Working in the oﬃce
late one night, Jeﬀ
Neiswender came in and
was an eerie sight!

BELOW:
Check out the spots on Leopard
Amanda Smith as Spider dressed
Tee Dietrich had some fun at MMS.

ABOVE:
Ge ng into
the Spirit of
Halloween
are Jail Rock
er Kris na St
over ,
Disney Tour
ist Charlene
Zawaski,
Mardi Gras
Sonia Mar
n
and Minion
Becky Steltz.

ABOVE:
Checking out the frigh ully delicious
delights are Sonia Mar n
and Charlene Zawaski.

ADVENTURE...
LEFT: It was Elayna as
Princess Anna who
delighted her Pop Pop
Phil Wagner at the oﬃce.
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RIGHT:
No need to worry in your
neighborhood when you
have Cindy Levan’s
granddaughter Sophia
Skye the pilot on
PAW patrol.

BELOW:
The Great Pumpkin
John DeMar no was
Happy to treat Phil’s
li le trickster.
Why can’t he
just give me the
candy already!

ABOVE:
The cold didn’t bother Luke Olaf Arsenault and
Julia Arsenault as Princess Elsa on their magical
night of Halloween.
RIGHT:
The Stover children
are having some
spooktacular fun!

RIGHT:
Rosemary Sobotor had some
interes ng trick or treaters as
her daughter’s family surprised
her.
BELOW:
And then her nerdy twin
Grandsons (far le & far right)
arrived with their friends!
This is not how this works.
This is not how any of this
works!

LEFT: EEEEKKK!! Mike Orischak
and Rich Bassler are a bit
spellbound while looking ABOVE
at Julie Summerville and Larry
Orischak skeletal zombie look.

26

OUR STAFF KNOWS HOW TO HAVE FUN
LEFT:
Lyndell Ricard and Nate Schucker are ready for
their mega meal since they found a Colonel
Sanders near their job. Bring home the comfort
food boys!

RIGHT:
Whether it’s Hat Humpday or
Flat Brim Friday Kyle Lenosky’s
rockin’ the style.

BLAST FROM
THE PAST!
LEFT: Here’s a one clue to help you
figure it out: Allergic to wasps but is a
superman in his own right. Do you
think you know who it is?
See back page for answer.

BELOW:
Flashback fish story: One of his prouder moments,
Rob Jones holds a small mouth bass he caught a
couple of years ago when he had me oﬀ from a
job in Indiana. He named it Chumly a er one of his
favorite shows—Pawn Stars.
Now that’s a fish story worth repea ng!

BELOW:
That awkward moment when you see Superbad in
real life….Bob Speicher and Jeﬀ Meyer.
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BELOW:

Pro Golfers? Weekend
Golfers? Business Golfers?
Turns out these golfers
Steve Bright, Sco Sweigart from
Forino Co., Peter Florio from Barwis
Construc on and Glenn McNeil
par cipated in the 11th Annual
Memorial Dwight E. Stoltzfus Trade
Scholarship Tournament. The
scholarships benefits Penn College in
helping students learn “the trades”.
Looks like these guys enjoyed their
a ernoon on the greens!

ABOVE:
Kris na Stover was so
awestruck when she ran into
Lebanon Levi in her
neighborhood that she just had
to take a selfie with him.
Lebanon? Bologna!

Both Paul Yeich
and Charlene
Zawaski
are re ring at
the end of 2015.
We will miss you!!
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Car Smarts!
10 Ways to Winter‐Proof Your Car
Prep your vehicle for tough travel condi ons with these simple cold‐weather tricks and budget‐friendly essen als

GET RID OF SNOW AND ICE ON THE WINDSHIELD AND WINDOWS:
 Prevent icy buildup on wiper blades by covering each one overnight with a long sock. Secure the socks with rubber bands.
 Spray a mix of 3 parts vinegar and 1 part water on windows before freezing precipita on falls. You s ll might have to brush oﬀ snow but won’t


have to scrape any ice. If ice has formed already, use a clean cloth and rubbing alcohol to melt it faster.
Cover your windshield with an old area rug overnight (tuck edges under the wipers).

UNFREEZE THE DOORS AND LOCKS:
 Squirt hand sani zer on the lock and insert your key to unfreeze it (you might have to wiggle it a bit).
 Dip your key in petroleum jelly, then put it into the lock, turning the key back and forth a few mes.
 Coat the rubber strip around car doors with cooking spray to stop ice from forming and make doors easier to open.
KEEP THE WINDSHIELD FOG‐FREE:
 Fill a sock with ki y li er, e oﬀ the end and leave it on top of the dashboard overnight. It will help absorb moisture, preven ng fog from


clouding the windows. (It’ll remove any nasty odors, too!)
Spray shaving cream on the inside of the windows; wipe away with a clean, dry cloth.

ASSIST THE TIRES:
 Treads spinning on ice? A few scoopfuls of ki y li er can help them gain trac on.
 Create a smooth path for your res in slushy areas by sliding fla ened cardboard boxes underneath (keep a couple stashed in the trunk).

16 THINGS YOU SHOULD HAVE IN THE TRUNK OF YOUR CAR
1. Jumper Cables: Because dead ba eries are a fact of life.
2. First Aid Kit: For minor wounds and for minimizing damage un l EMTs can arrive, you need a first aid kit. It’s actually mandated by law
in most countries.
3. Ki y Li er: Whether you need it for gaining trac on on slippery surface, mopping up oil spills, or simply for ge ng rid of the smell of
that cheese you inadvertently le in your trunk, ki y li er’s significantly be er than the sand your dad used to use.
4. Spare Tire and/or Slime: If your car doesn’t come with a spare (or even room for one), a full can of re sealant is vital.
5. Jack and Lug Wrench: So you’ve got yourself a spare re and it’s properly aired up. Great! However, it’s not going to do you much
good if you don’t have a means of jacking the car up or removing the lug nuts.
6. Air Pump: Again, you should always have a spare re and jack in your car...but if you’re close to town and can get to a shop quickly, an
air pump will save you a ton of me and eﬀort.
7. Tire Pressure Gauge: They’re small, aﬀordable, and can give you peace of mind when journeying out on a long drive (at least as far as
your res are concerned).
8. A Durable Mul ‐tool: Fact‐a good mul ‐tool is the second most useful thing on this list. Even if you don’t own a car, this is a
must‐have.
9. Hazard Triangle/Flares: If you have any sort of problems on the road at night, you want to be as visible as possible, period. Like the first
aid kit, this is mandatory in many countries.
10. Safety Vest: Many roads aren’t lit that well, and some aren’t lit at all. If you need to pull over in the middle of the night, you’ll
absolutely need to stand out to other red, late‐night motorists.
11. Blanket: Ah, the blanket! It’ll keep you warm in the winter if you break down and it’ll keep you and your tools clean if you have to
change out a re, or get a look under your car. Have leather seats and need to pop open the hood in a rainstorm? The blanket is a perfect
makeshi seat cover when you jump back in.
12. Fire Ex nguisher: The chances you’ll actually need a fire ex nguisher are thankfully slim. There’s no middle ground, though, because
when you need one, you absolutely need one.
13. Tow Strap: Why would you need a tow strap? For starters, ge ng your car a rela vely safe distance oﬀ the road un l a tow truck can
get there is extremely important.
14. Duct Tape: This should seem obvious. Duct tape can temporarily fix almost anything.
15. Ba ery Pack: Jumper cables are s ll vital, but without a friendly stranger there to let you hook your car to theirs, they’re pre y
pointless.
16. Flashlight: You’ll definitely need this for changing a re at night, but it’ll also illuminate your work space and allow other drivers to
easily spot you from a distance.

News from the Home Front
Rex Jandrew’s grandson Lyle Jandrew seemed to be Santa’s li le
helper in the City of Reading’s Holiday Parade.
—PHOTOCOPIED FROM
THE READING EAGLE NEWSPAPER

Looks like
Charlene Zawaski’s
great grandson,
Evere Eckel, got
the game shirt and
the game face.
Sign him up!

LEFT:
Talk about a dedicated fan!
Sonia Mar n’s oldest son Allen
is making sure his team has his
support!

RIGHT:
Rodney Treichler, organizer and
captain of a team who goes
bear hun ng every year was on
the drive when this 612 pound black bear crossed
their path. Dean Etchberger and Roy Knieriem also
helped lug that bear out of the woods!
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News from the Home Front...continued

RIGHT:
Proud Penn State fan
Glenn McNeil strikes a
pose with his favorite
mascot.

RIGHT:
Becky Steltz proudly
displays her
1st Place and Best of
Show ribbons
she received at the
Kutztown Fair.
The afghan Becky kni
ed for her
daughter’s wedding
was her
winning entry.

BEST
OF
SHOW

LEFT:
Sisterly love….
Megan Bright,
a Sophomore at
Franklin & Marshall
College came home
to celebrate with her sister
Madison Bright, a Sophomore at Conrad Weiser
High School, at her Sweet Sixteen Birthday Party.
Two beau es, their dad Steve Bright has
informed me that he does own a shotgun!

BELOW:
Nascar fans Roy Knieriem and his
daughter Alana enjoy a day at
the races in Dover Delaware.
Vrrrroooommmm!!

Rodney Treichler’s
grandkids love the
outdoors!
ABOVE: Cu e Trevor
looks very serious about
learning the ways of his
farm tractor. Not sure if
that one is rented or
owned.
RIGHT:
Darling Ava is
ready for her
grandpop to
play ball.
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Newmanstown girl, 6, holding fundraiser to benefit friend with spina bifida
Thursday October 1, 2015 12:01 AM
By Gabbie O'Grady
NEWMANSTOWN, MILLCREEK TOWNSHIP, LEBANON COUNTY

Typically, a child uses money from the tooth fairy to buy a toy or a treat like
ice cream. But not 6-year-old Gema Stover of Newmanstown. She insisted on
contributing her lost-tooth reward to a fundraiser for her friend, Ryan Noyes, 4,
who has spina bifida. "She said, 'It's my money, and I can do what I want with
it. I want it to go to Ryan's bike,'" said Kristina Stover, Gema's mother. "I'm so
proud. Most kids would be like, 'I want to get this toy and I want to get that
toy.' When you lose your first tooth, that is the biggest thing to you. It's a huge
thing for them to ride bikes together."
With some adult assistance, Gema is planning to operate a lemonade stand in
West Reading on Saturday to help pay for an adaptive bike for Ryan. The
fundraiser is set to begin at 10:30 a.m. at A Running Start, 705 Penn Ave. "I
just wanted to do it because he's my friend, Gema said. "I want to help him so
he can ride bikes with my brother and me."

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey | Above, Gema Stover, left, and Ryan
Noyes ride around in a motorized toy car. Stover, 6, of
Newmanstown plans to hold a lemonade stand to benefit her
friend Noyes, 4, who has spina bifida. At left, Noyes looks at a
poster that Stover created about him.

Spina bifida is a birth defect that results in the incomplete closing of the
backbone and membranes around the spinal cord. Ryan's condition means he
requires an adaptive bike. Recumbent Cycles of Lancaster has the perfect bike
for him, but it costs $5,000 and the bike rack is $700. While the bike will help
with Ryan's physical therapy, it will also change how he can play with Gema and
other kids. "People don't get that they can't do everything that normal kids do
together, but a thing like this bike will change the world for them," Kristina
said. "When she comes outside and says, 'I want to go on my bike,' Ryan can say,
'Hey, let me get mine, too.'"

Reading Eagle: Jeremy Drey | Gema Stover and Ryan Noyes look over
the poster with photos of the two of them
. Stover, 6, of Newmanstown plans to hold a lemonade stand to benefit her friend Noyes, 4,
who has spina bifida.

Along with Gema's effort, an online IM ABLE Foundation fundraiser has raised
more than $4,200 for the cause. "It's amazing the number of donors, not
necessarily the amount of money," said Ryan's father, Dave Noyes of
Newmanstown. "Ryan has unbelievable community support, even from people
who don't know Ryan.

A recent $732 donation from the Berks Fraternal Order of Police Lodge No. 71
put the fundraising effort over the $5,000 mark, but the lemonade stand will help pay for the rack needed to transport the bike.
The bond between Gema and Ryan began more than a year ago when they met in day care. "He liked Gema right from the start
because she has always been so good and so kind to him," said Melissa Noyes, Ryan's mom. "She's always treated him like a normal
kid. I think a lot of kids don't know how to approach him or are scared of him and keep their distance. "She doesn't care about the
crutches. She looks out for him, but at the same time just kind of befriends him for who he is, not what he has."
Contact Gabbie O'Grady: 610-371-5021 or
gogrady@readingeagle.com.
- See more at: http://www.readingeagle.com/news/
article/newmanstown-girl-6-holding-fundraiser-to-benefitfriend-with-spina-bifida#sthash.yJbvEQLP.dpuf

Story:
Kris na Stover’s daughter. Gema was able to raise a total of almost
$1,400.00—REPRINTED FROM News@ReadingEagle.com
Berks & Beyond County, State and Region

BELOW:
Newest addi on to the Polak Family!
Keegan Se on Polak, son to Se on & Jessica Polak was born
on December 1, 2015. Poppy Mike Polak was ecsta c!

LEFT:
Grandchildren of Mike Polak
and children of Amanda Smith
and Se on Polak share an
a ernoon of cousin bonding.
From le to right are Jonas
Smith, Ellie Polak, Isabella
Polak and Lila Smith.
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STREET SMART TRAVELS!
Anyone traveling or working on company business or private vaca ons around the USA or interna onal
travel, please take a copy of Street Smart with you. Have your photo taken with the Street Smart while at that loca on.
Send the photo to Becky or email it to her with an explana on of where it was taken, who is in the photo and any short
story as to why you were at that place of interest. This could also be a photo taken on a project site. We love to know
where our company employees spend their me!
RIGHT:
Charlene Zawaski with her
husband Bobby got bedazzled
as they celebrated 60 years of
magic at Disneyland! During
their visit they kept up with
the news in Street Smart
when they took a rest stop
with the Hollywood hills
behind them.

BELOW:
Even when visi
ng the Dallas Co
wboys
stadium, Roy Kn
ieriem stays in
touch
with Street Sm
art events.

Are there other things that you do to keep cool? Are there other interests you’d like to share with us? We would love to hear
all about them!! Just send them to newsletter@ejbreneman.com. Looking forward to hearing from you!!
E J BRENEMAN/EJB PAVING
1117‐1119 SNYDER ROAD
WEST LAWN PA 19609

STREET SMART STAFF
Mike Polak, Charlene Zawaski, Becky Steltz,
Paula Blankenbiller, Maryanne Mohan,
Jonathan Arsenault, and Amanda Smith.

MILESTONES
15 Years
Lyndell Ricard—9/6/2000

Naughty List:
Li le Stevie Bright, Li le
Johnny DeMar no, Li le
Philly Wagner & especially
Li le Mikey Polak for constantly
hi ng all my deer!!

Published and wri en IN‐HOUSE tri‐annually
for the employees of:
E.J. Breneman, L.P., and
EJB Paving & Materials Co.
All comments and/or correc ons are welcome.
Contact the staﬀ by calling 610‐678‐1913.

Answer to Blast From The Past (page 26):
Why it’s our own BFJ...Baby Face James Sco !!

