EJB PAVING & MATERIALS CO

E. J. BRENEMAN, L.P.

1

STREET SMART
www.ejbreneman.com

VOLUME 15 3rd ISSUE 2010

TOYS FOR TOTS
Thank you to everyone who so generously donated this year. Maybe
the economy is improving because this year we collected $650.
Becky Steltz, Jari Williams & I (Lynn Pepple) managed to spend all
of it in about an hour at Wal-Mart.

As you can see we purchased some
very wonderful toys.
Two nice, young Marines came and
collected our donations.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DRAWING
WINNERS
Karen Kline - Kline’s Kleaning
Work Tote Bag
Michele Mull
$10.00 gift coupon for a turkey
Lyn Shay
Duffel bag w/matching water bottle
Sefton Polak
Emergency Flashlight
Larry Orischak
EJ Breneman Hat
Thank you for helping to make many children very happy on Christmas

Here’s the Latest News....
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From Chris Evers for the
Southeast Div…
What a difference one issue of
Street Smart makes! Fort Lauderdale just broke a 169 year old record for cold temperatures. Winter
is here and while we do a bunch of
work this time of year, even Florida
has to be cognizant of the temperatures (especially when we are
working in the panhandle where
overnight lows can reach the 20’s).
So far though the guys are hanging
in there and working to wrap up
phase 1 of the Navy’s Santa Rosa
Field CIR. After the success of our
first Navy CIR project last year
they slated more work using the
process. Isn’t it fitting that Santa
would be under construction in December?
Mark Rohrbach has been very
busy bidding over the past month.
ARRA stimulus projects of nearly
$5 million were out; one of which
we are still in the hunt for. Orange
County’s Annual Contract was also
recently rebid with the same result,
arch nemesis FHP was low by over
$1.2 million. The good news is
there are several criteria in the bid
that FHP does not meet. The bad
news is it may end up going
through the protest process again. I
may have to go back to school to
get my law degree!
As the rest of the year winds down
we look toward 2011. The economy in Florida remains challenging
and public agencies’ funding is
down again for the 4th year in a
row. We continue to look for new
ways to scrape projects out of the
bottom of the barrel. Recently we
took a shot at some design build
projects to no avail and we are focusing on promotions to new clients. The use of technology is also
playing a part. I recently took part
in a statewide webcast extolling the

virtues of “Diversification”. We
had excellent feedback and it is
going to be made available for further viewing pleasure to those folks
who were unable to attend.
Special thanks goes out to the Operations Department for another
year in the books. The crews and
support staff who go the extra mile
to satisfy our clients needs and do it
safely are what makes us successful. Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year from Florida, all the best
to you and your families!
~~~~

From Jon Arsenault for Operations North…
A very Merry Christmas
and Happy New year to all from
your Northern Operations Department! What a year it’s been, as the
dust settles from our gas projects
it’s becoming clear this is a year to
remember. This success would not
have been possible without our employees taking on new roles and
responsibilities and stepping outside their comfort zones. From
running new equipment to leading
a crew(s), many of you stepped up
to the plate taking on new challenges and opportunities. A big
THANK YOU to all those involved!
As we recuperate from our
recent marathon and look at 2011,
we may yet have another banner
year ahead of us. The opportunity
to grow our company is in front of
us but can only be done with the
dedication and hard work we have
come to expect from everyone. Patience will be required by
all as we train and bring up new
employees to handle our expected
work load. Rest up this Holiday
Season ladies and gentlemen- because you’re going to need it!

~~~~
From Rodney Treichler for the
shop…
Winter is upon us again and as
the weather turns cold and windy
we are busy cleaning up equipment
from the reclamation work we
completed in northern PA.
Tom Marx and Jim Sloss were
on the job sites for the duration of
the reclamation work doing service
work and keeping all our equipment and the rental equipment up
and running. Thanks for a job well
done.
Back at the shop, Tim Shane
completed winter repair work on
the Cat Mill and Rich Bassler serviced the heavy Rubber Tire
Roller. Both of these units were
sent to Florida to assist with the
Southern workload.
Kerry Hafer had his hands full
with keeping all of the Paving
crews up and running through the
fall season.
Currently everyone is busy concentrating on our winter clean-up
and servicing to get ready to move
out as soon as the weather breaks.
Larry Orischak has been a big
help with getting any and all parts
in a timely manner to keep all of
the equipment running and to assist
(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2)

with any3 needs in northern PA, here at West
Lawn or down south.
Working together, we all made a lot of good
things happen and I want to thank everyone in
the shop for their part in the whole process.
We all want to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
~~~~
From Steve Bright for EJB Paving & Materials Co...
This year we had to wrap up the season a
little early due to a couple weeks of temperatures
in the 20’s; so much for global warming. Speaking of warming, things seemed to go fairly well
with the first year of Warm Mix Asphalt (WMA)
being produced at the plant. We were able to
incorporate more RAP (recycled asphalt pavement/product) into the mix, use less fuel to heat
the drum, and thus lower our carbon footprint at
the plant by reducing emissions. It will take time
to “work out the bugs” both at the plant and in
the field (compaction is a little more touchy due
to a more tender mix). WMA is here to stay and
the direction of the industry is heading there; so
far, so good.
It was a very competitive year in trying
to pick up work; our local economy is generating
some projects but not enough to keep all the
competing contractors happy. EJB was able to
meet our budget at both the plant and also in the
volume of the work for the field crews. We’re
off to a good start with our volume of carryover
work for 2011 and are eagerly searching for
more!
Congratulations to our crews who performed the work on PennDOT Route 662 in
Berks County during the past year; this was our
largest PennDOT project of the year. We had
many nice compliments on the ride quality and
workmanship. When you compare this to some
of the projects that our competitors have done,
we match up very well. Jon Gibas was the lead
foreman on the project. Thank you for a job well
done by all who were involved.
But enough about paving and blacktop;
it’s that time of year to focus on what’s really
important – celebrating Christmas with family
and loved ones. I would like to wish everyone a
very nice Christmas and a wonderful New Year.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to
all of you and your families..
John DeMartino
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From the SAFETY COMMITTEE
4

It has been an extremely challenging season for the 2010 safety committee. Both companies had crews traveling out of the area for a
majority of the year. Logistics and work schedules made it difficult for members to attend monthly meetings. To remedy this problem, the 2011 Safety Committee will be relying on SKYPE and conference calling when necessary.
As in the past, committee members would like to remind employees to use the Near Miss Accident Reports to bring attention to a
potential safety issue and a possible solution to correct the problem before an accident occurs. Near Miss Accident Reports can be
obtained through a foreman, supervisor, or safety committee member.
A big thank you to everyone who has served on the committee during 2010. Kenneth Beissel, Tim Belschwinder and Lyndell Ricard
have completed their terms as of 12/31/10. Their suggestions and commitment over the past two years have been appreciated. The
2011 safety committee would like to encourage all company employees to contact one of the members listed below with suggestions
and concerns to make our work environment safer.

Kerry Hafer
David Shay
Sean Jacoby
Rusty Magee
Dean Etchberger

2011 Safety Committee Members
Lynette Shay
Jim Marks
Rodney Treichler
Phil Calcagno
Scott Beissel
Steve Orischak

Steve Bright
Roy Knieriem

Helpful Hints For Winter
Keep your headlights clear with car wax! Just wipe ordinary car wax on your headlights. It contains special water repellents that will prevent that messy mixture from accumulating on your lights - lasts 6 weeks.
Squeak-proof your wipers with rubbing alcohol! Wipe the wipers with a cloth saturated with rubbing alcohol or ammonia. This one trick
can make badly streaking & squeaking wipers change to near perfect silence & clarity.
Ice-proof your windows with vinegar! Frost on it's way? Just fill a spray bottle with three parts vinegar to one part water & spritz it on all
your windows at night. In the morning, they'll be clear of icy mess. Vinegar contains acetic acid, which raises the melting point of water
preventing it from freezing!
Prevent car doors from freezing shut with cooking spray! Spritz cooking oil on the rubber seals around car doors & rub it in with a paper
towel. The cooking spray prevents water from melting into the rubber
Fog-proof your windshield with shaving cream! Spray some shaving cream on the inside of your windshield & wipe if off with paper towels. Shaving cream has many of the same ingredients found in commercial defoggers
De-ice your lock in seconds with hand sanitizer! Just put some hand sanitizer gel on the key & the lock & the problems solved!

HUNTING SEASON RESULTS
Lynn Kauffman - doe
John Kennedy - doe

Jim Marks - doe
Mike Orischak - 6 pt. buck

Blacktop plant 2A stone pile - doe (2 doe ran to the
top of the 2A stone pile and then ran down the other
side of the pile into the berm at the bottom. The one
doe jumped out, ran to the quarry, ran down into the
quarry, crossed the bottom and ran up the other side.
Unfortunately the other deer broke her neck when she
ran down the 2A pile.)

Rodney Treichler’s camp killed 3 bears and Rodney’s
nephew Brett Treichler killed the 4th largest bear harvested in the three-day general bear season in Pennsylvania. His male bear’s live weight was 675
pounds. The fat on the bear was 6” thick and
weighed 150 pounds. It took 16 people to carry the
bear over 1/2 mile out of the woods.

Lynn Hatt
the Roving Reporter has the scoop !
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TOSCANI WOOD FIRE GRILL
ROCKY DRIVE, WEST LAWN
ITALIAN FOOD
ELEGANT DÉCOR IN EUROPEAN STYLE. A LARGE WAITING AREA, A HUGE RECTANGULAR BAR WITH TVS FACING EACH SIDE A DARK COZY DINING AREA, TABLES-CHAIRS AND BOOTHS. AND A SUNROOM DINING AREA,
WITH BOOTHS AND WICKER CHAIRS AND REGULAR TABLES. VERY CLEAN AND NEAT.
WAITRESS/WAITER SERVICE, BIG MENU, AND LUNCH SPECIAL—$6.99
GOOD PRICES, $10—$15 FOR DINNER
I HAD THE LUNCH SPECIAL, SOUP AND 1/2 PANINI
VERY TASTY, WOOD GRILLED CHICKEN BREAST WITH CHEESE AND TOMATO, LETTUCE
GOOD VALUE, A LOT OF FOOD, NICE PLACE
(Note: Toscani has changed to a facility for hosting planned events/scheduled parties only.
Please consider it when you are planning an event)

MILESTONES
5 Years
Todd Thanhauser—11/28/2005
10 Years
Lyndell Ricard Jr—9/6/2000
Daniel Hosler—9/20/2000

January
Jim Marks—1/1
John DeMartino—1/5
Harry Wileman—1/7
Steve Orischak—1/10
Marv Correll—1/10
Sam Perez—1/10
Mike Pecika Jr—1/10
Todd Thanhauser—1/12
Will Stripling Jr—1/15
Becky Steltz—1/23
Fred Drum—1/23
Tim Shane—1/23

Steve Beissel—1/27
Lynn Pepple—1/29
Jackie Stamper—1/30
February
Steve Bright—2/2
Keith Hotzman—2/5
Al Tyson—2/9
John Orischak—2/12
Coy Baxter—2/12
Kyle Hosler—2/12
Roger Schmidt—2/15
Mark Rohrbach—2/16

15 Years
Kimberly Hunt—9/18/1995
Adrienne Lorah—12/4/1995

Jay Jewett—2/18
Rich Bassler—2/18
Nate Schucker—2/18
Tom Beck—2/21
Glenn McNeil—2/24
Jim Sloss—2/25
Dan Hosler—2/25
March
Cole Underkoffler—3/2
John Kennedy—3/5
Mike Polak—3/9
Rosemary Sobotor—3/11

Kerry Hafer—3/13
Eddie Ramirez—3/18
April
Jason Joy—4/2
Jeff Klopp—4/2
Tony Kasprzak—4/8
Austin Lorah—4/23
Mike Mobley—4/27
Lynn Kauffman—4/27

BALD EAGLES NESTING BEHIND
THE SHOP.
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EJB Paving featured in Maple
Grove article in the May issue
of Berks Mont Newspaper

Thank you to Larry Orischak for
the photos.

COLD IN PLACE RECYCLING JOB THIS PAST SUMMER

JEFF DRUM
l to r. BOB BRACEY, JOHN BALDERAMMA
( ON PAVER), FRED DRUM AND STEVE
DRUM

SEFTON POLAK AND
BOB MATLOCK, JOHN
BALDERAMMA ON
PAVER
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Sam Perez, our mechanic in the Florida
shop recently spent several months in
Iraq where he repaired equipment very
different from ours. He sent us a few
pictures so we could see what he was
working on there.

WORKING ON MARCELLUS SHALE - Despite long days and weeks with very little time off, everyone is smiling!

LYNDELL RICARD

L to r. WILL STRIPLING, BOB REAM
AND NATE SCHUCKER

DEAN ETCHBERGER, SUPERINTENDENT
KEEPING WATCH.

KEN BEISSEL

L to r. TIM BELSCHWINDER AND
TONY BENNETT

MARCELLUS SHALE

By Michael Polak
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Appalachian Basin Natural Gas & E.J. Breneman Roadway Repair
Who would have ever thought that Natural Gas would bring Breneman so
much work? When we think of Natural Gas and whether a road restoration
project might come from it, we would naturally think of a utility company
like UGI digging up a roadway and Breneman or Paving going in to repair
the trench. Who would ever have thought it would generate two months of
work utilizing three of our Reclamation Crews? Until late last year no one.
Both Rudy Schmehl and I received phone calls from some Natural Gas
well drillers in September of 2009. This information was passed onto
John DeMartino and since then it has been a huge part of John’s time and
the Operations Department work load. It has been a very intense and grueling process and to say the least a very well developed and executed piece
of work by all those in Operations.
Gas Drill Rig
Marcellus Shale, also referred to as the Marcellus Formation, is a Middle
GAS DRILL
Devonian-age black, low density
carbonaceous (organic rich) shale
that occurs in the subsurface beneath much of Ohio, West Virginia,
Pennsylvania and New York. There are some smaller areas in Maryland, Kentucky, Tennessee and Virginia. As recently as 2002 the
United State Geological Survey in its “Assessment of Undiscovered Oil
and Gas Resources of the Appalachian Basin Province”, calculated that
the Marcellus Shale contained an estimated undiscovered resource of
NATE SCHUCKER & JASON SOCKALOSKI
about 1.9 trillion cubic feet of gas. That is a lot of gas but it is spread
over the enormous geographical extent of the Appalachians and was
said not to be that much gas per acre. More recently in 2008 Terry Englander, a geosciences professor at
Pennsylvania State University, and Gary Lash, a geology professor at the State University of New York at Fredonia surprised everyone with estimates that the Marcellus might contain more than 500 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas. Using some of the same horizontal drilling and hydraulic fracturing methods that had previously
been applied in the Barnett Shale of Texas, perhaps 10% of that gas (50 trillion cubic feet) might be recoverable. That volume of natural gas would be enough to supply the entire United States for about two years and
have a wellhead value of about one trillion dollars. The Marcellus Shale is in most cases about one mile or
more below the surface. These great depths make the Marcellus Formation a very expensive target.

With New York City, Philadelphia, Washington D.C. and the
new England States and their metropolitan areas close to the
deposits it was only good common sense for many gas production companies to see the economic advantage of gas exploration in the Marcellus Formation. Most wells in the Marcellus
Formation are drilled using horizontal drilling technique; some
of these horizontal drilled wells have had initial flows that suggest that they are capable of yielding millions of cubic feet of
gas per day. To increase the productivity of a well a new technique has been adapted by the drillers. This is to increase the
number of fractures using a technique know as “hydraulic fracturing” or “hydrofracing”. This method uses high-pressure
water or gel to induce fractures in the rock surrounding the

NATE SCHUCKER AND STEVE BEISSEL MIXING CEMENT

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 8)

9 “Hydrofracing” is done by sealing off a portion
well bore.
of the well and injecting water or gel under very high
pressure into the isolated portion of the hole. The high
pressure fractures the rock and pushes the fractures open.
To prevent the fractures from closing when the pressure is
reduced several tons of sand or other “propant” is pumped
down the well and into the pressurized portion of the hole.
When the fracturing occurs millions of sand grains are
forced into the fractures. Once the pressure is reduced the
sand grains will have propped open the cracks in the shale
and this allows permeability for the flow of gas to the
well.

JASON FISHER SPREADING

KEN BEISSEL GRADING

On a local scale this gas well drilling has caused a huge
amount of disruption for farmers, residents and in general for anyone traveling on local and state highways
(whether they are commercial drivers, commuters or
residential drivers). When these roadways were first
designed, the estimated weight and structural numbers
measured in EASL’s were gathered and noone envisioned all this activity on the roadways. For the gas
well drillers to be able to use the system “hydrofracing”,
they must, as previously stated, use large quantities of
water. The next question is how do they get the amount
of water needed to the wells and with a constant volume
that is consistent for production.

A four acre field turned into a high production gas well.
Notice the farm and cattle in the field behind the well and
the residential homes.

Most of the water can be found in the valleys like the Susquehanna River Valley, but that water needs to be pumped into
trailers, hauled up the hillsides, and into the country side
where the wells are being drilled. To combat bad weather and
insufficient water at times, the well drillers have rented many
acres from farmers and built small reservoirs. The water is
then trucked up to the reservoirs and pumped in to them. A
pipe line is then placed from the reservoir to the gas well.
The well drillers then have ample water to continue their
process. It might take 500 trucks to fill one reservoir; this
traffic has taken its toll on the local and state roadways.
Many roadways are destroyed by the heavy loads of water and
construction equipment used for the construction of the wells
and the new pipeline needed to take the gas across country.
E.J. Breneman L.P. has been instrumental in working with the
gas companies and providing construction crews and equipment to deal with hundreds of miles of dilapidated roadways.
Initially it took quite some time for Breneman to start its first

Reservoir, built by gas company for the storage of
water to be used in the fracturing of the Marcellus
Shale. The reservoir is built then filled with water
transported over the road to the reservoir. When
the well is ready for fracturing the water is either
pumped through lines built from the reservoir to the
well or it is once again taken by tanker truck to the
well. This is the most significant part of the gas
drilling: it causes the destruction of the roadways
and hence the need to FDR.
(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 9)

FDR project in the Marcellus Formation. John DeMartino spent
many hours talking to gas company representatives and attending
meetings that sometimes did not provide much assistance or information to us. But with a lot of persistence, this endeavor eventually paid off for Breneman and we constructed our first roadways using Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) Portland cement stabilization. The system for biding FDR is not much different than
any other bid we produce in the estimating department. Size of
project (square yards), calculation of additive (Portland cement),
number of pieces of equipment needed (reclaimers, spreaders,
Breneman Parking Lot (water trucks)
rollers, water trucks, graders), personnel on project (laborers, operators, truck drivers, supervisors and mechanics) are all considered. Other costs such as gas, diesel fuel, signs, traffic control,
hotel costs and per diems need to be estimated. We also have to add sub-contractors like our Geo-Technical
Engineers, Portland cement truck haulers and many other elements in the field. Once the bid is put together, it
is delivered to the customer and at a certain time opened up. Once a “responsible bidder” is declared, the bid
is awarded.
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Because there has been such a public outcry to repair the roadways as
soon as possible. most contracts require you to start within a very short period
of time. John DeMartino and the construction superintendent has done a great
job of assembling a group of office and construction personal to coordinate the
operation. It is not an easy task placing so many people in the field at one
time, delivering product to them and constructing in accordance with specifications. The crews have completed an extraordinary task of completing these
projects as bid. Time has been saved on several projects. The crews have
been required to work six days of the week and have worked extremely hard
to contend with all the frustrations of the work load. The location of the work
means that although the crews are housed in hotels, the hotel may still be an
hour or more from the job site. The commute from hotel to job site may be
more than they have traveled from home to job site all year. The work load
had a very short construction time, in two months the projects needed to be
complete. Most of the roadways are Penn-DOT roads. This means that not
only do you have to complete the projects correctly for the customer (the gas
well drillers), but also in accordance with Penn-DOT specifications.

Preparing the new FDR base

Full Depth Reclamation (FDR) takes place when weaknesses in the base and sub-base of a roadway cause the
asphalt materials above to crack, pothole, corrugate and generally break down; in other words the roadway has
lost its serviceable life. With FDR, a large four wheel drive all wheel drive
by-directional reclaimer pulverizes the roadway materials down to a predetermined depth. The material sizing may differ depending on what types
of material you are reclaiming. If there is large rock three to four inch size
the reclaimer will not crush the rock as it is not built to do that. It will
crush all the asphalt material as that is a lot softer and is flexible. Once the
roadbed is pulverized and the soil, aggregate and asphalt mixed together, a
pre-determined amount of Portland cement is added to the surface of the
roadway by means of a towed behind spreaders or truck mount spreaders.
A Geo-Technical Engineering Company will gather sample material from
the affected roadways and take the material to a laboratory for testing
FDR in every direction constructed
by Breneman.

(Continued on page 11)
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before any construction takes place. The material is mixed with different percentages of Portland cement at the same depth required in the
field, but using different percentages of Portland cement to generate
different psi (pounds per square inch). This material is then loaded into
six inch round cylinders compressed and left to cure over seven days,
fourteen days and twenty-eight days.

The cores will then be destroyed using weights which exhibit the
strengths gained on the specimens during that time. A core may gain in
seven days a strength of 190 psi using 5% Portland cement. The recommended strength for the
project might be 250 psi. If
Super Elevated Curve on one of
Breneman’s FDR projects.
so, you need to use one of
the tests that had a higher
percentage of Portland cement to gain the required psi in the time
frame. Once the Portland cement is laid on the surface of the pulverized roadway, the reclaimer will once more pulverize the roadway material the Portland cement and water to make a homogeneous mix. It is imperative to make sure all the Portland cement is
hydrated (saturated to the point that no dry material remains); this is
why water is one of the main ingredients in any successful stabiliFDR for as far as the eye can see, most of
zation project. Breneman then pre-rolls the mixed base material be- the work is constructed on State Highways
fore using a motor grader to strike off a new cross slope and shape
the roadway back to its original or desired section.
Once the new Portland stabilized road base is graded it is
compacted using suitable compaction equipment. There are
many types of rollers that might be used. The idea behind any
compaction is to make sure you are meeting density requirements. If you do all the preparation, mixing and grading and
you do not compact the finished material correctly the
project will fail. The last part
Shows the Full Depth Reclaimed Portland cement of any FDR project is the
base, with a four inch Hot Mix Asphalt overlay.
“Prime Coat”. A prime coat
does two things:
1) It slows down the curing
of the stabilized base. If the base cures too quickly it will prematurely crack
because it shrinks too fast. As the new base dries, it gets dusty since it is a
Portland cement treated base. To stop the dust getting airborne, the prime coat
seals the top of the new reclaimed base so the
dust is suppressed. 2) Once the Portland cement base has cured a new Hot Mix Asphalt
Pavement is laid on top at a depth of three to
eight inches depending on the loading the
The roadside signs made by
roadway will take in the future. This part of
the project is usually subcontracted to a local Miller Municipal stating the Gas
Drilling Company and the compaving contractor.
pany constructing the project.
with the hot mix asphalt overlay.

Breneman looks forward to working in the
One of the fully completed Marcellus Shale area again in 2011.
FDR projects

News from the
Home front
Asher Joseph
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Bradford Nicholas
ROGER SCHMIDT IS A GRANDPOP FOR THE
FIRST TIME!
DOUBLE TROUBLE AT THE SCHMIDT
HOUSE—MATT AND TIFFANY SCHMIDT, SON
AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW OF ROGER AND
ETTA WELCOMED TWIN BOYS ON NOVEMBER 16TH!
NAMES: BRADFORD NICHOLAS & ASHER
JOSEPH SCHMIDT
HEIGHT 16 1/2 “
WEIGHT: BRADFORD—3 LBS 14 OZ.
ASHER—4 LBS 6 OZ.

TOM BECK IS GRANDPOP AGAIN!
KAY AND TOM WELCOMED ANOTHER GRANDCHILD ON
10/27. THEIR DAUGHTER, ADRIENNE AND HER HUSBAND,
DAVID BECKER ARE THE PROUD PARENTS.
NAME: JASON DAVID BECKER
DATE—10/27/2010
TIME 8:11 AM
HEIGHT: 12 1/4”
WEIGHT: 1 lb, 9 oz.
Jason was born at 24 weeks and will remain at Hershey Medical
Center until his expected due date of February 14, 2011.

PAULA BLANKENBILLER, IN ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE REACHED A MILESTONE IN HER LIFE.
SHE GRADUATED FROM ALVERNIA UNIVERSTIY ON DECEMBER 12TH WITH A BACHELOR’S
DEGREE IN ACCOUNTING/FINANCE. SHE IS PLANNING ON TAKING HER CPA EXAM IN THE
NEAR FUTURE.
CONGRATULATIONS PAULA!!

MILLER MUNICIPAL SUPPLY’S ANNUAL CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION LUNCHEON
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Miller Municipal Supply’s Adrienne Lorah and Gary Wetzel (behind the camera) are busy getting everything ready for
the annual MMS Customer Appreciation Lunch.

Miller Municipal Supply – Customer Appreciation Open House Lunch attracts 130 Customers
Miller Municipal Supply was acquired by E.J. Breneman, L.P. in 1992 and has operated out of
the West Lawn office/shop property for the last fifteen years. Gary Wetzel and his staff originally operated out of the EJB shop and eventually moved to their present location below the office at 1117
Snyder Road when the office was built.
Years ago, Gary wanted to have something to show his appreciation for his customers. The
first open house was held in the shop in a small room near the present day shop scale with about
twenty customers attending. Pizza was ordered and they kept it warm in the sign oven. There were
no chairs or tables and everyone stood around with plates and soda cans.
The open house had evolved into a slightly larger deal today. The event is typically held
around Thanksgiving. Attendance has steadily grown and this year about 130 attended the lunch at
the MMS shop. Chairs and tables were borrowed from Glad Tidings church and Terry Fegley (from
Rockland Township and a customer!) provided the pork barbecue and trimmings (see the pictures of
the MMS staff preparing the room). Relevant demonstrations are usually held by Gary or a supplying vendor (this year it was manhole protectors) to try to build in a sales pitch along with thanking the
local municipal customers for their business during the past year. Breneman employees help set up
and tear down and get fed for their efforts. Gary, Adrienne, Amanda Smith, and Jeff DeMarte –
keep up the good work!

Mike Polak and Dick Vermeil (former Head Coach of
the Philadelphia Eagles) talk at the Del-Chester
County Public Works Trade Show. Dick was telling
Mike that his Son-In-Law is from Wolverhampton,
Staffordshire England the same town that Jarmila Williams and Mike are from. Dick also told Mike that his
Son-In-Law is an avid Wolves Supporter
(Wolverhampton Wanders Football Club, soccer ).
Dick lives in Chester County.

NEW YEARS EVE FESTIVE CRACKER SPREAD
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INGREDIENTS:
1 (8 OUNCE) PACKAGE CREAM CHEESE, SOFTENED
1 (8 OUNCE) PACKAGE FINELY SHREDDED SHARP CHEDDAR CHEESE
1/2 CUP MAYONNAISE
3/4 CUP CHOPPED PIMENTO-STUFFED OLIVES
1/2 CUP COPPED CELERY
1/3 CUP CHOPPED ONION
1/4 CUP CHOPPED GREEN BELL PEPPER
2 TEASPOONS DRIED PARSLEY
DIRECTIONS:
BEAT THE CREAM CHEESE, CHEDDAR CHEESE, AND MAYONNIASE
WITH AN ELECTRIC MIXER IN A BOWL UNTIL SMOOTH. FOLD IN THE
OLIVES, CELERY , ONION, BELL PEPPER, AND PARSLEY; MIXING JUST
ENOUGH TO EVENLY COMBINE. COVER AND CHILL FOR AT LEAST 1
HOUR.

Reamer, Neal, Lyndell, Freddy, Pecika, Zack, and Socks
Left to Right: Robert Ream, Neal Maccarone, Lyndell Ricard, “The Grinch”
Freddy Drum, Mike Pecika, Zach Cylcewski, Jason Sockalosky

The friends and family of Alan Tyson held a
Beef N’Beer event in honor of Al who was
injured in a motorcycle accident over the
Labor Day Weekend. Proceeds from the event
were used to help Alan and his family with
unpaid medical expenses.

CHRIS EVERS, FL. SALES, LAUNCHES IPHONE AP
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When I’m done running around Florida chasing work for EJB during the day and I’ve finished chasing the
twins for the evening, my alter-ego emerges; the “Bitter Czar”. In my spare time in the evening earlier this year
I developed an iPhone App called Bitter. It stemmed from anger at the politicians in DC who continuously
find ways to screw up the Country. Last February I couldn’t take it any longer and decided the best way to deal
with my rage was to channel it towards something
That’s when I had the idea for an iPhone App designed to take the Bitter News of the Day and allow readers to
express their mood as it relates to said news. After reading the Bitter News you can press the “Speak your mind!”
button at the bottom of the article which brings up a picture of George Washington in various stages of rage.
Once you select your mood it plots a corresponding dot on the Rage Map for other Americans to see.
The timing seemed good as the incessant coverage on the mid-term elections was gearing up. I worked with an
app developer out of Austin and we launched Bitter on October 10th. At first Apple rejected the app because
they viewed it as too controversial. But eventually after my appeal it was accepted and shortly thereafter
selected by Apple to be in their “New and Noteworthy” list. We were thrilled as only 20 apps in each category
are selected.
To promote Bitter I have had to learn about how to use social media outlets like Twitter and Facebook. It’s
been a great learning experience and to date I have over 700 followers! Each evening I look for the article to be
featured on Bitter the next day and schedule my tweets for the following day. What’s great is everything is on
auto-pilot so during the day I don’t have to worry about it. So if you’re Bitter about the mess in Washington
now you’ve got a place to go! www.thebitterapp.com is our website and from there you can read the blog,
connect with Twitter, Facebook and YouTube. Stay Bitter my friends!

Bitter Czar

GLENN McNEIL, PAVING ESTIMATOR, IS VERY PROUD OF HIS TRIPLETS WHO ALL GRADUATED FROM
COLLEGE IN 2010

Patrick McNeil
Graduated from Marymount University in Arlington, VA with a B.A. in English and Communications and a minor in Sociology. Graduated Summa Cum Laude.
He is currently attending The George Washington University in Washington, D.C.
pursuing a Graduate Degree in Sociology.

Molly McNeil
Graduated from East Stroudsburg University, in East Stroudsburg, PA with a B.S. in Athletic Training/
Sports Medicine. Graduated Cum Laude and is a Certified Athletic Trainer.
She was selected to the Division II National Academic Team in field hockey, a PSAC Scholar Athlete,
and selected to the Athletic Director's Honor Roll.
She is currently attending East Stroudsburg University pursing a Graduate Degree in Clinical Exercise
Physiology.

Abby McNeil
Graduated from East Stroudsburg University, in East Stroudsburg, PA with a B.S. in Elementary Education and a concentration in Psychology. Graduated Summa Cum Laude.
L.Molly McNeil
R. Abby McNeil

She is currently pursuing a career as an elementary school teacher.

SAVE THE DATE!
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-Lyn Shay, Safety Manager

The annual company meeting will be held at the Berks Products Pavilion on Wednesday,
January 12th, 2011. In addition to department updates and required annual training, Kurt Kauffman, Harrisburg DOT District Enforcement Supervisor, will explain the new CSA2010 compliance requirements, Rick
Snyderman, from the Caron Foundation, will discuss drug and alcohol awareness, and information on the Marcellus Shale project will be presented. As in the past, this meeting is mandatory, so plan on arriving between
7:30 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. to sign in and enjoy a hot breakfast cooked by the junior partners. Until then, have a
wonderful Holiday Season with your family and loved ones!

E J BRENEMAN/EJB PAVING
1117-1119 SNYDER ROAD
WEST LAWN PA 19609

